The Old Clock
During the early years of the Van Dieman’s Land colony, there was a big need for
accurate and loud public clocks. Few people had watches and it was important that
they should be on time for court appearances, business and church.
King George IV donated six clocks, each with a great bell. When they arrived aboard
the convict ship York in 1829, three were installed in Hobart, one at St Luke’s
Richmond, one at St Johns Launceston and one here at Christchurch Longford.
This is turret clock, made by Thwaites and Reed of Clerkenwell, London in 1823 and
costing 200 pounds, was installed in this tower when the church was built in 1839.
For many years it was located in a temporary wooden structure, as the tower was not
completed in stone until 1960.
The clock mechanism was powered by the gravitational effect of a heavy weight
suspended on a cable. This needed to be wound to the top twice weekly. There are
two drums that take the cables, the smaller for the clock mechanism and the larger to
power the bell chime.
The escape movement, which regulated the clock, was controlled by the pendulum,
which has been detached and now sits alongside the cabinet. The rate of chime was
regulated by the fan-like governor at the back of the mechanism and the position of
the hands could be adjusted by the small dial and lever on the front.
For 180 years parishioners have climbed the tower twice a week to wind the heavy
mechanism. In 2010 it was decided that this was an unacceptable risk and effort, so
the mechanism was finally replaced with an electronic unit behind each clock face.
The time is corrected every 12 hours by satellite connection.
The bell chime is now operated by an electrically operated hammer, striking the
original bell. This is synchronised to the clock mechanism. The clock and chimes are
now accurate to the second.
The electronic clock mechanism was manufactured in France by Bodet and installed
by Tim Tracey of Tower Clock Services, Wyong, NSW. A grant from the Tasmanian
Community Fund provided half of the total cost of $21,000
In its day, the old mechanism was considered to be cutting edge technology. It is only
right that it should be replaced by today’s equivalent.
In 2012, the original historic clock movement was taken apart, again by Tim Tracey,
and lowered piece by piece from the tower. It was reassembled, after thorough
cleaning, in the cabinet constructed for the purpose by members of the Longford
Men’s Shed, where it can be admired as an engineering masterpiece of its time.

